




VJ’s are photographers, reporters, editors, drivers and many 
times, they are their own assignment desk as well. Each VJ 
must understand his/her own limitations in each of these 

areas in order to organize time and deadlines. At the end of 
the day the story must always make air. 

IT NEVER HAPPENS



BREAKING NEWS

LAST MINUTE B-ROLL & 
INTERVIEWS

CHANGE OF 
INFORMATION

OTHER  ASSIGNMENTS 

* Once you confirm some of the facts may change, 
don’t use them in your story 
*Update information during live intro and outro 
* If the information is wrong, kill the package and go 
live 
* What options can you offer to the producers 

* Are the interview and b-roll key for the story? 
    YES 
* Can I update the story and be on time? 
    NO 
* What options can I offer to the producers 

* How long will it take me to get there? 
* What can I do when I arrive to the location? 
* Inform the producer of your options

* How long will it take to fix it? 
* What options can you offer to the producers? 

* Do a VO-SOT-VO before your story 
*  How long will it take to do it? 
    Remember: You have to drive,shoot, edit, and send  
    video 
* Inform the producers of possible scenarios:               

“If I do this, this could happen.” 
* What’s the priority? 

MECHANICAL  
PROBLEM

TECHNICAL  
PROBLEM

* Is it fixable? 
* What options can you offer to the producers?



PHOTOGRAPHER

DRIVER

EDITOR

REPORTER

PRODUCER

HELP YOU CO-WORKERS 
*FOCUS ON THE ROAD 
*Use technology: Dictate ideas or even a preliminary 
script to your smart device 
*Call your interviewee

KNOW YOUR STORY 
*Call your interviewee 
*Gather elements before you leave  
*Know your deadlines: Make a list of daily tasks

*Don’t over shot  
*Shot to edit 

*Know you editing system 
*Organize your material 

*Avoid long interviews: Call your interviewee ahead 
*Log your interviews 
*Have a preliminary script ready 
*Use remaining time wisely 
*Don’t promise anything you can’t deliver 
*Never say it can’t be done, always offer al alternative 


